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Aims 
 
This course has four main aims: 
• To explore the nature of qualitative data and the assumptions about social reality which 
underpin interpretative approaches; 
• To examine the strengths and weaknesses of the main approaches to data gathering in the 
qualitative tradition; 
• To explore approaches to data handling and analysis; 
• To consider the kinds of research claims that interpretative approaches can make. 
 
 
Course Structure 
 
The course will take place over four days, two days in the spring term and two days in the 
summer term. The first two days will focus on the nature of qualitative data and on techniques 
for data gathering. The second two days will focus on data handling and analysis and on the 
kinds of claims that can be made from this kind of research. 
 
 
Teaching and Learning Approaches 
 
A variety of approaches will be used. These include group discussion, practical activity, formal 
presentations and role play. There will be an emphasis on moving from the particular to the 
general through the study of specific examples and/or of participants' own experiences in 
data collection and analysis. 
 
 
General Reading on Research Methods 
 
There is a large literature on research methods in education and a number of academic 
journals either devoted specifically to methodology or to reporting empirical studies. You 
should familiarise yourself with these so that you can place your research design and methods 
within a broader context of research in the social sciences. The following key texts are 
extremely useful. Most of them were indicated in reading list for bloc one. 
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