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Rationale

This ten credit course reflects the need for students to understand
fundamental concepts that underpin educational enquiry in order to be able
to critically engage with issues discussed throughout their programme of
study. The course will contrast different philosophical approaches that
epitomise quantitative and qualitative approaches to enquiry and discuss
fundamental issues that determine the quality of educational enquiries and
the conclusions drawn from them. The course will also consider issues related
to writing and using research literature for academic purposes.

Learning Outcomes

By the end of the course students should be able to:

* identify the main traditions/paradigms of educational enquiry;

* analyse the ways in which the different methodological positions affect
research questions, research design and the choice of data collection
instruments and analysis techniques;

* discuss the contribution of systematic enquiry to the understanding of
educational issues and the developing public policies to address these
issues;

* identify, retrieve and manage relevant literature and

* demonstrate an awareness of the values and ethical debates inherent to
educational enquiry.

Indicative Content

This will include:

e modes of philosophical, historical and empirical enquiry
e the concept of paradigms

e research values and research ethics

* using literature for educational enquiry

e the relationship between theory, methodology, enquiry and public policy

Mode of Delivery

The course will use a combination of seminars, guided reading, and
supported self-study.

Assessment: Tasks and Contexts
Students should submit an essay (2,500 words) that explores the nature, the
context and the goals of social enquiry. The essay should be illustrated with



references to the student’s own area of research interest and /or professional
expertise.
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